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Gitamahatmya  or  Greatness  of  Srimad  Bhagavad  Gita 

(Shankaracharya) 

One  who,  with  a  regulated  mind,  recites  with  devotion  this  Bhagavad-gita 
scripture  which  is  the  bestower  of  all  virtue,  will  attain  to  a  holy  abode  such  as 
Vaikuntha,  the  residence  of  Lord  Vishnu,  which  is  always  free  from  the 
mundane  qualities  based  on  fear  and  lamentation.  (1) 

If  one  reads  Bhagavad-gita  very  sincerely  and  with  all  seriousness,  then  by  the 
grace  of  the  Lord  the  reactions  of  his  past  misdeeds  will  not  act  upon  him.  (2) 

One  may  cleanse  himself  daily  by  taking  a  bath  in  water,  but  if  one  takes  a  bath 
even  once  in  the  sacred  Ganges  water  of  Bhagavad-gita,  for  him  the  dirt  of 
material  life  is  altogether  vanquished.  (3) 

The  Gita  should  always  be  sung  with  devotion.  This  divine  song  emanated  from 
the  holy  lotus  mouth  of  the  Supreme  Lord  Himself,  Lord  Sri  Krishna.  What 
more  can  any  other  scriptures  give  ?  (4) 

By  drinking  the  Ganges  waters  of  the  Gita  (i.e.  by  devotionally  reciting  the 
Gita),  the  divine  quintessence  (nectar)  of  the  Mahabharat  emanating  from  the 
holy  lotus  mouth  of  Lord  Vishnu,  one  will  never  take  rebirth  in  the  material 
world  again  (the  cycle  of  birth  and  death  will  be  terminated).  (5) 

All  the  Upanishads  are  like  a  cow,  and  the  milker  of  the  cow  is  Sri  Krishna,  the 
son  of  Nanda.  Arjuna  is  the  calf,  the  beautiful  nectar  of  the  Gita  is  the  milk,  and 
the  fortunate  devotees  of  fine  theistic  intellect  are  the  drinkers  and  enjoyers  of 
that  milk.  (6) 

There  need  be  only  one  holy  scripture  -  the  divine  Gita  sung  by  Lord  Sri 
Krishna;  only  one  worshipable  Lord  -  Lord  Sri  Krishna;  only  one  mantra  -  His 
holy  names;  and  only  one  duty  -  devotional  service  unto  that  Supreme 
Worshipable  Lord,  Sri  Krishna.  (7) 
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Gitamahatmya  or  Greatness  of  Srimad  Bhagavad  Gita 

(Mahabharata) 


(Rishi  Baishampayan  said  -) 

This  divine  song  (Gita)  which  emanated  from  the  holy  lotus  mouth  of  the 
Supreme  Lord  Sri  Krishna  Himself,  should  be  regularly  sung  with  devotion. 
What  is  the  need  of  studying  other  scriptures  ?  [Mahabharata  |  Bhisma 
Parva|43|  1] 

Gita  embodies  all  the  Shastras,  Shri  Hari  personifies  all  the  Gods,  Ganga 
assimilates  all  the  sacred  places  and  Gayatri  (Manu)  compiles  all  the  Vedas. 
[Mahabharata  |  Bhisma  Parva  1 43 1 2] 

The  one,  in  whose  heart  the  four  G's  -  Gita,  Ganga,  Gayatri  and  Govinda  reside, 
will  never  take  rebirth.  [Mahabharat|  Bhisma  Parva  1 43 1 3] 

Number  of  verses  said  by  Sri  Krishna  is  620,  those  by  Arjuna  is  57,  those  by 
Sanjaya  is  67  and  that  by  Dhritarastra  is  one  (total=745).  These  being  the 
number  of  verses  in  Gita.  [Mahabharata  |  Bhisma  Parva|43|4,  not  included  in 
this  Gita  Mahatmyam] 

Sri  Krishna  churned  the  entire  Mahabharata  and  extracted  its  essence  in  the 
form  of  Gita  which  was  invoked  by  Arjuna.  [Mahabharata  |  Bhisma 
Parva  1 43 1 5] 
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Gitamahatmya  or  Greatness  of  Srimad  Bhagavad  Gita 

(Baraha  Purana) 


The  Earth  said: 

O  Bhagavan,  the  Supreme  Lord!  How  can  unflinching  devotion  arise  in  him  who 
is  immersed  in  his  Prarabdha  Karmas  (worldly  life),  O  Lord  ?  (1) 

Lord  Vishnu  said: 

Though  engaged  in  the  performance  of  worldly  duties,  one  who  is  regular  in 
the  study  of  the  Gita  becomes  free.  He  is  the  happy  man  in  this  world.  He  is  not 
bound  by  Karma.  (2) 

Just  as  the  water  stains  not  the  lotus  leaf,  even  so  sins  do  not  taint  him  who  is 
regular  in  the  recitation  of  the  Gita.  (3) 

All  the  sacred  centres  of  pilgrimage,  like  Prayag  and  other  places,  dwell  in  that 
place  where  the  Gita  is  kept,  and  where  the  Gita  is  read.  (4) 

All  the  gods,  sages,  Yogins,  divine  serpents,  Gopalas,  Gopikas  (friends  and 
devotees  of  Lord  Krishna),  Narada,  Uddhava  and  others  (dwell  here).  (5) 

Help  comes  quickly  where  the  Gita  is  recited  and,  O  Earth,  I  ever  dwell  where  it 
is  read,  heard,  taught  and  contemplated  upon  !  (6) 

I  take  refuge  in  the  Gita,  and  the  Gita  is  My  best  abode.  I  protect  the  three 
worlds  with  the  knowledge  of  the  Gita.  (7) 

The  Gita  is  My  highest  science,  which  is  doubtless  of  the  form  of  Brahman,  the 
Eternal,  the  Ardhamatra  (of  the  Pranava  Om),  the  ineffable  splendour  of  the 
Self.  (8) 

It  was  spoken  by  the  blessed  Lord  Krishna,  the  all-knowing,  through  His  own 
mouth,  to  Arjuna.  It  contains  the  essence  of  the  Vedas  —  the  knowledge  of  the 
Reality.  It  is  full  of  supreme  bliss.  (9) 

COMMENTARY:  The  Gita  contains  the  cream  of  the  Vedas  and  Upanishads. 
Hence  it  is  a  universal  scripture  suited  for  people  of  all  temperaments  and  for 
all  ages. 
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He  who  recites  the  eighteen  chapters  of  the  Bhagavad  Gita  daily,  with  a  pure 
and  unshaken  mind,  attains  perfection  in  knowledge,  and  reaches  the  highest 
state  or  supreme  goal.  (10) 

If  a  complete  reading  is  not  possible,  even  if  only  half  is  read,  he  attains  the 
benefit  of  giving  a  cow  as  a  gift.  There  is  no  doubt  about  this.  (11) 

He  who  recites  one-third  part  of  it  achieves  the  merit  of  a  bath  in  the  sacred 
river  Ganges;  and  who  recites  one-sixth  of  it  attains  the  merit  of  performing  a 
Soma  sacrifice  (a  kind  of  ritual).  (12) 

That  person  who  reads  one  discourse  with  supreme  faith  and  devotion  attains 
to  the  world  of  Rudra  and,  having  become  a  Gana  (an  attendant  of  Lord  Shiva), 
lives  there  for  many  years.  (13) 

If  one  reads  a  discourse  or  even  a  part  of  a  verse  daily  he,  O  Earth,  retains  a 
human  body  till  the  end  of  a  Manvantara  (71  Mahayugas  or  308,448,000 
years).  (14) 

He  who  repeats  ten,  seven,  five,  four,  three,  two  verses  or  even  one  or  half  of 
it,  attains  the  region  of  the  moon  and  lives  there  for  10,000  years.  Accustomed 
to  the  daily  study  of  the  Gita,  a  dying  man  comes  back  to  life  again  as  a  human 
being.  (15-16) 

By  repeated  study  of  the  Gita,  he  attains  liberation.  Uttering  the  word  Gita  at 
the  time  of  death,  a  person  attains  liberation.  (17) 

Though  full  of  sins,  one  who  is  ever  intent  on  hearing  the  meaning  of  the  Gita, 
goes  to  the  kingdom  of  God  and  rejoices  with  Lord  Vishnu.  (18) 

He  who  meditates  on  the  meaning  of  the  Gita,  having  performed  many 
virtuous  actions,  attains  the  supreme  goal  after  death.  Such  an  individual 
should  be  considered  a  true  Jivanmukta.  (19) 

COMMENTARY:  A  Jivanmukta  is  one  who  has  attained  liberation  while  living. 

In  this  world,  taking  refuge  in  the  Gita,  many  kings  like  Janaka  and  others 
reached  the  highest  state  or  goal,  purified  of  all  sins.  (20) 
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He  who  fails  to  read  this  "Glory  of  the  Gita"  after  having  read  the  Gita,  loses 
the  benefit  thereby,  and  the  effort  alone  remains.  (21) 

COMMENTARY:  This  is  to  test  and  confirm  the  faith  of  the  reader  in  the 
Bhagavad  Gita,  which  is  not  a  mere  philosophical  book  but  the  word  of  God 
and  should  therefore  be  studied  with  great  faith  and  devotion.  The  Gita 
Mahatmya  generates  this  devotion  in  one's  heart. 

One  who  studies  the  Gita,  together  with  this  "Glory  of  the  Gita",  attains  the 
fruits  mentioned  above,  and  reaches  the  state  which  is  otherwise  very  difficult 
to  be  attained.  (22) 

Suta  said: 

This  greatness  or  "Glory  of  the  Gita",  which  is  eternal,  as  narrated  by  me, 
should  be  read  at  the  end  of  the  study  of  the  Gita,  and  the  fruits  mentioned 
therein  will  be  obtained.  (23) 

Thus  ends  the  "Glory  of  the  Gita"  contained  in  the  Varaha  Purana.  Om  Shanti, 
Shanti,  Shanti  ! 
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d'dRdl'JR  tflr  dccfttesfcT  dY  dR:  I 
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'dfl'rll'Hl  'cj  RrdTdTSRI  ^TRT  ^Tff^T  TR^T  TR  lib  1 1 

N  O 

dfldl'dld  ^?T  ^  ;H^§-"RRRlYTO  I 
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dYsrfti^ldr  jfSTrflfT  rtItY  sn-eq^rfiiBTH  iidi 

^  ^UclPH  q'6'<r'r'4'c|'  #dRnRdd£fi3?RT  | 

d  1 didm  ^tt  ikii 
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dlYd'IdT^d  ddsfltj  ^WT:  ST^fcfRT  t  I 

C  v  O 

arf^dcTcc^  RR  cHT  TRTOT  gRT  MTOT  ||?o|| 

o  o 


dlMIdi^Cld^lYd'  dl^ddl^dddl^O-cf :  I 

o  o  o  ~ 

^?Ti^I?d'?rfl[':  II  ?  ?  1 1 

dniYjffdT3=3Tf^T  Rdld^  ddRdddRTdTT  I 
^l'£il^l<r|'i-d  dccM^4  $f^-dddl<H  cT^fcT  dcT  II?  ^11 

^flHRTRiR  d  dldlfcl  TOT  ^  Mlddd  I 
RT  k!c|  <Hld^  d)<Y>  <HlUchJ-<^cb'(l  3-|cld  ll?3ll 

O 

dddl^jldi  d  dTdlf^r  dTtfTTddcdTt  oRT:  I 
ftJTORT  dTd^  ^  f^’dld  TOR  fiddl'd  ||?tfll 

O  O  " 

#dT^  d  f^dldlf^  dTildTdcdRt  TOT:  I 
ItRRltlR  3T3T  Sflof  tocldd'^r^T^dTT  ||?4ll 

O  N  c  x 


TffdTSTTRR  d  dldlfcY  dnidVdcM'^'  TOR  I 

fterRsif  yfiYroro  tot  tot  d^vddd  n?eji 
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dfldRIld^  (Hlcldlfdd  d<kd^Lh(H  oRT:  | 

o 

ft^dT^r  ^TWTdlT  dcT  Rqt  2RT:  ||?l9ll 


'•fldl^MOd  dlfdd  5Tf^-l<Hddd“Kl  oRT:  I 
afldldfld  5T  d^'dld  I 

N  N  O 

do-'dYti  ^^RtRtI^cTJT  n?di 

ci d<H I vS a-A <H 41  ^ItcTr  dcc^dld^dlQ^I  I 
dccRlId^dKajdl  ftST^T  TIT  ftflT^T  II?  ^11 

^ts^r  f^ujqc^  afrdt  ^tonet  i 

dd  M o"vj1  I  <il  rd  cH  lo"d  ^<io"? I ^fl-RY  TT  |?RTcY  IR° 

^TTdfdJ  icHfWT^TRTT  cR  £dWY  f^dT'd'^  I 
cM  oTSRft  M'^'dfl'di  dt3TRZT  cTOY  tlcRT  |R?|| 

N  N  O  N 

^dcploHo-d;<H:  ^ufT  ■dfldl'Ml'i'd  d^fcT  I 

c  o 

d-  <Y£dY°Yd  ^Rfr^d'dii^ilY:  ir?ii 

dfrdTtfrdT  ^  4hi1^  arf^mr^r  3?PFrr  i 

tend'^i'd'un1^'  ^TftfrRT^  iR3ii 

o 

^rTT?TRY  f^fr£  flTcTRr  dTcF^TTF  ^  I 
znY  tj-  f^uj§qcfdrj)  q'sl^Ff^'  w  irkII 
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'jfrdNl"6VET  ^crn t  ZT:  TOtfct  to  to  I 
TOcfr  ^r^tn^TT:  c£dto<H  TOftof:  IRSlI 

^r:  ?pto  ctotocto  ^r:  tot  i 

TOtor  to^  t  tt  y^nfcT  qr  tot  irsii 

afl'dTCT:  TORT  TO  TTOTcT  I 

o  O  " 

3Tl^T3Tr^T  TOT  §TOfr  fto  3TctcT  IRlsIl 

TO:  T#3TnTOTITlTO  cT3T^T  TO  TORT:  I 
dto'M'i  fto  TOT  TOT  TOTTOdcT  IRdl 

<\  O  O 


arftoRfer  tottottot  to  i 

<r|1  H  d  ^  Tel  cT^cT  2R  jflcll^oi  IR^II 
TOrotoT  to  ^  tolTstorofto  I 

TT  31 1  Ml  MNo-tJ  ^tfcf^TTO  d  113 °l I 

tortorort  ^  tt  TOto  totto  i 
TT^cTOUl^  TOTT  3Tl^TOlTc^fetoto  II3?II 

oTRTcT  TOcT  TOT  tototo:  TO  I 
9TTOT  TOTOt  TOto  toTTOTOTOT  ^  I 

o 

TT  TOT:  TT  TO#T  to-  TOtW  dYtoto  II33II 

o  o 

TOTronltotor  toT^rofr  tofcr  to  i 
oT  l<T> f>t| ^1 rl  cTTOT  oTf^oft^cTTTr^TTTT  1133 1 1 
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ddTdTfer  dW^ddll^ddd  dd  I 


ddT  113^11 


dldldflddid  dd  I 

dcd'ccf  dTSldTdrf^r  jfVdNT&d  dcSTdTd  113^11 


dccid  yf^dWr  d  yfajpd  d  dccid:  i 
aUdldid  ^Wrnfr  d  f^Td  Il3e.ll 

o 


ddddt  d^T  dc^t  yf^-d^qil^tJTdd:  I 
'jfldNT&H  STdd^feddFddT  1131911 

o 

ddd^d  fed  afldT'di  d=fcT  TOT  I 
d  dll^Tdi:  ddT  3TFfT  l^dl'cfldd' d  qf^d':  Il3dl 

Sf^toffd":  d  dddfdd  dWr  dTddfdf^T  I 
d  qd  dTf^dt  draft  d^to^fcfe  113^11 

'J'fldTdT:  qdddT  dd  l^cdMld^d  dd^T  I 

O 

dd  dccfrl^T  dfr^frf^r  qdidi^r  dd^r  ii«°ii 

<\ 


Qa^Pd  ddT  ^  dc^r  1 

dct  £dr?d  q^qdt  d'ifJld\  ny  ?  1 1 

dtqTdt  ^IddiwfTsf^r  dRd^dqT^:  I 

c  o 

d^Tdt  dTd^T  ?ftd  dd  3fTdT  vrcl'd^  11*311 
dd  afldll^dRSd  ddd  dR5d  d^T  I 

dWr  dd  ^td^ifr  dddidTddT  dd  11*311 
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^dddidcfra- 1 

o 

aftdT  3=T  ^  ^ffcTT  dKdddTTTT  | 

afldT  3^T  ^flcfT  3^  dlddcddd  IIXXll 

o 

^ficTi  ?r  ^Tcri^i  ^frrTT  ?r  tot  w  i 

^ffcTT  3^  TOT  TOT  4tdT  3^  TOt  TO  11X411 

o  o 

^ftdrorsir  fTTrofrT  afrdT  £  tot  dpr  i 

dfldldld  fy#  TOTTO^T  IIXe.il 

4tdT  £  TOTT  fedT  fflW  d  TTTO  | 
3T^i<HMI£d  Qr^dQccil-oilM^llrdcbl  lIXtell 

dfldldldlfa'  d$-~drf^  dlFdlfa  ^r°T  dTTOT  I 

o  c  o 

451  eddied  cc^MNlQ  fcIcHd  drf^T  dd\i u  1 1  d.  IIX^  1 1 
TOTT  afldT  d  drfM  TfrdT  TTcdT  qrfdTgidT  I 

TOTrafMF^rfedT  TOdV^fr  mil 

N  o 

3T^<H  I  d  I  1%STd^ST  dd  bo-f|  dlfo"cl<HlRl<41  I 

to^fT  TOTO5JT  dcc^r^dTd'<H>d^-  ||4°ll 

^c4dlf^  d  Qlddcd  dTt  f^dddldd :  I 
dl<r|[^|[^  d^f<5'd<r,iJ  ddlo-cl  '-Kd  Mc^d^  ||4? 
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dr&sdd£:  fwT  d^Y  i 

<\  s 

cT2TT  'JlVcJTH'oi'  W  dTd  d?RT:  ll^ll 

O 

f^raqrTat  wtrtcT  dYdddiw  i 

o 

oW«H I <H+d  dlsJdlN-dld^d  eT^cT  IIS3II 

O 

dmtdraz^r  f^r  wrrat  PR'a-d<<H  i 

g^rad  iiwil 

n  o  s 

TOaqr^l'^'  YY?d  Wr  dWdddd  I 

o 

^cte^T^frf?r  ^jufr  dod  cRtf^Rd  \m\\ 

<\  " 

3fL<M I  d  I  ^  >d  M lc^  3TT  d:  H6c1  ol?f:  I 
yr^lfcl'  tfcotFF  d  ddcfdddFTdT:  3Tdd  ll<ttll 

JltdRIT:  ScYTORT  TFtT  ^T  dd^ddd'  I 

O 

fec^RdtYd^IcTT  SefRttHl  d:  Madrid  I 
ddYdlddd  ddT  Ml 

O 

SdY^d^dTd'jYd  d  1 

dd^Tc^'^c'cfi  ddY  ydrfct  wt  wr  Ml 

^tdT^df^  did  d  ?|U|”i|Td<rdchTHd:  I 

c  o 

d^lW«=Bd«+'rfl'sf^  d^TdRfr  d^vrdd:  mil 
'JtoWW'^:  WUllTcd^'cdT  dl#  d:  I 

o  o 

d  t^dSddFdYf^  f^TO'IWT  dF  ?teY  l|€v°l I 

o  o 
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gfrHTLi||i|^<H|i|<+dl  3FTcf T  -HT'H^'rli  ^IcT  I 

o  c  o 

d  fid  1 3"^  I'd  H<H :  chrdl  oT^Tc^  <Hf4rl<Hcd<HI<H  ||£?ll 
o  c  o  o 

f^wTufr  to  dto  ii^ii 

o  o 

*T  'd'c^  ^tdWOT^fccftTcT  I 
j-.^.  _j.  quVcclJHIWIiird  IIS3II 

c\  c\  o 

totoSR  ^T:  to  'jfl'dNT'6  tofcf  | 

t  O 

da-d'^l  :  f^dRTrTRT  ItoTTd’torT'  T^tfrPT  IlStfll 

O  *"*  '' 

to'NT&d  'H'dd^dl:  toT:  ^dtol':  | 
toto  W^totodTTT:  IIWII 

c  o 


dHdlHddcbd!<H>'^  C)<HLl'^t9>'d<Hlo-cjd<H  I 

o  oo 

^  dto  ^rto  ^t:  \m\\ 

M^'d'cB  ^Wci'  toRTT:  totfrT  d":  I 

dcc^r  torar  f^r  3rto  ^tor  iis.1911 

?rd'M'Fd'^dld>Tq  jfl'dl^T:  Stolct  I 

o 

F  tot  5<H>dd1Vd^3TJT  IKdll 

dfl'dl'dl'HVIdto  TOntolT:  TFIT:  I 

ftoto^dciFtor  ftodT  w  dto  ii^ii 

o  o 

^  toto  dTd'cfr  d-:  WtoT  I 

o  o 

dd<^  lJld:  tod  I  to  <Hl<r|'tlf^Hd<H^  ||l9°ll 
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£^T  Wd'c^lfa  §TRTT  I 

o  o  o 

R  STotfrf^  R  1T5frT  4wp#%  I 

^^TcV^Wcrmjd  tot  f  ?Rt  iii9?n 

3R:  dfldl  ^iToH  TOeT^H  | 

^nr  3fi'di<Hd  c^%  cT^ot  aqf^T  iib^ 

C  O' 

jfiRiTTTf^r  u^fr  ararat  ynw;  i 

<\  o 

pft#T  ddRc)  TOT  TOT  1119311 

<\  s 

3fidRT  R  f^Msf^T  RRtTOTO^T  IT  I 

o  <\  o 

^T^cT  TOfrj  TOTT  TOTTO^jfT  lllstfll 


ifrsf^PTf^T  JFc^ur  dfldlfa^i  IT  I 

TT  inf^T  TOT  EfR  EfTTO^TOTOTOT  HbSlI 

<\ 

arrot^r  totot  4tdT^r  ^  tot^t  i 
TOafrqn^  toTh  inrorosrzfr  art?r  instil 

00 


3frdT^  totor  zfr  r  srcnWr  totot:  i 

TT  3TOTO  ^to^ldHf^d |l**1cT  III9I9II 
<\ 


ifMf  3TO  it  dflVTO  TOT#T  ZT:  TORRtcT  I 

CO 

R  rTPT  TOoT  f^f>I|?q'<3'd>-£|  TO  3T^T  lllsdl 
ZT:  TOT  ^  4VdT>IT  3=rtSTeT  TOTT^cT:  I 

o 

^  TOT  TOT  TOccTPr  TO  TO:  llb^ll 


afTcTr  aqWr  dm  i 

^ci'4c-WoHl^  tffd^T  M'<'<HT'c<H"<H  :  |kTo|| 

3TmF  | 

*s  •'O 

H^'d'i  eH"J  I'clTo-'^f^ :  1181  II 

o 

^PM 

ldRT<A  d  di'dflV!  Tdl :  ^itfMFd  TOW  I 

N  c  o 

Jfldl'o-c^  TOY  dTd  d^dW^^dT  Ik^ll 

o 

alYdrai :  tT5d'  ^rr  ^  d:  d&d  i 

^TT  qrs^d  dTd  OT  ^  3"dJ'^cT:  IK3II 

v'vro^r^iowr^'cf  aftdrqrd  ^ifct  m  i 

^TT  d:  ?lU|Yr'4'cl  TOTT  d|Y?l<HTM  i|l  r[  WWW 

c  o  v 


mm  dfidv<H^RFcTr  dw<Rj  m  m  i 

o  o  c 

cPRT  TOW  dt%  Ik^ll 


ffrT  ^  fl^JI 'd^lldT'-HT^Tc^  d'd-'M^Yd 

^Y  ^U|  f^  or<R-fd  | 

c  o 
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Gitamahatmya  or  Greatness  of  Srimad  Bhagavad  Gita 

(Vaishnaviya-tantra-sara) 


The  sage  said: 

O  Suta,  please  tell  us  of  the  glories  of  Srimad  Bhagavad-gita,  as  expressed  long 
ago  at  Narayan  Ksetra  by  the  great  sage  Srila  Vyasdev.  (1) 

Suta  Goswami  said: 

O  venerable  one,  your  request  is  most  auspicious.  Indeed,  who  can  describe 
the  transcendental  glories  of  Sri  Gita,  the  most  hidden  of  all  treasures  ?  (2) 

Certainly  Lord  Sri  Krishna  is  in  full  knowledge  of  those  glories;  and  so  Arjuna, 
the  son  of  Kunti,  knows  of  them;  and  Vyasdev,  Sukadev,  Yajnavalkya,  and  the 
saintly  King  Janaka,  too.  (3) 

Others  too,  who  have  heard  but  a  little  of  the  glories  of  Sri  Gita,  are  engaged  in 
singing  them.  And  so  I  shall  now  speak  of  the  glories  of  Sri  Gita  as  I  heard  them 
from  Vyasdev:  (4) 

All  the  Upanishads  are  personified  as  the  cow,  Sri  Krishna  is  milker  of  the  cow, 
Arjuna  is  the  calf,  the  nectar  of  the  Gita  is  the  milk,  and  the  fortunate  devotees 
are  the  enjoyers  of  the  milk.  (5) 

I  first  offer  my  obeisances  unto  Lord  Sri  Krishna  who  accepted  the  position  of 
the  chariot  driver  of  Arjuna,  just  to  distribute  this  nectar  of  the  Gita  for  the 
benefit  of  the  three  worlds.  (6) 

A  person  desiring  to  cross  over  the  treacherous  ocean  of  material  suffering  can 
do  so  very  easily  by  taking  refuge  in  the  boat  of  the  Bhagavad-gita.  (7) 

A  foolish  person  who  desires  liberation  by  constant  yoga  practice  without 
hearing  the  wisdom  of  the  Gita,  is  to  be  considered  childish.  (8) 

Persons  who  day  and  night  hear  and  sing  the  Gita  are  never  to  be  taken  as 
mere  human  beings.  Without  doubt,  they  are  as  gods  in  this  world.  (9) 

To  enlighten  Arjuna  with  the  wisdom  of  the  Gita,  Lord  Krishnachandra  has 
revealed  the  supremacy  of  devotion,  either  in  this  world  or  in  the 
transcendental  plane.  (10) 
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Thus,  the  wisdom  of  the  Gita  is  a  ladder  of  eighteen  chapters,  ascending  which 
one  rises  above  sense  enjoyment  and  liberation  (bhukti-mukti),  and  gradually 
attains  purification  of  the  heart  and  the  qualification  of  loving  devotional 
service  to  the  Supreme  Lord.  (11) 

Bathing  in  the  pure  waters  of  the  Gita,  the  devotees  are  liberated  from  the 
contamination  of  the  mundane  world.  However,  persons  lacking  faith  in  the 
Lord  may  attempt  this,  but  in  vain,  like  an  elephant's  bathing.  (The  elephant 
immediately  rolls  in  the  dust  after  bathing).  (12) 

A  person  who  knows  nothing  of  learning  and  teaching  the  Gita  fails  in  the  duty 
of  the  human  being.  (13) 

Therefore,  there  is  none  more  fallen  than  he  who  is  ignorant  of  the  teachings 
of  the  Gita.  Shame  on  his  human  birth,  his  learning,  his  dignity,  and  his  entire 
family.  (14) 

There  is  none  more  fallen  than  he  who  is  ignorant  of  the  meaning  of  the  Gita. 
Shame  on  his  bodily  beauty,  his  character,  his  wealth,  and  his  home.  (15) 

There  is  none  more  fallen  than  he  who  is  ignorant  of  the  scripture  Bhagavad- 
gita.  Shame  on  his  undertakings,  his  reputation,  his  worship,  his  charity,  and 
his  honour.  (16) 

A  person  who  does  not  care  for  the  Gita  scripture  is  to  be  known  as  a  failure  in 
all  respects.  Shame  on  his  teacher,  his  vows,  his  faith,  his  austerity,  and  his 
renown.  (17) 

There  is  none  more  fallen  than  he  who  does  not  study  the  purport  of  the  Gita; 
and  that  knowledge  which  is  not  glorified  in  the  Gita  should  be  known  as 
demoniac,  futile,  unvirtuous,  and  rejected  by  the  Vedas  and  the  Upanishads. 
(18) 

Therefore,  the  holy  Gita  is  universally  respected  as  the  compilation  of  the 
essence  of  all  scriptures  and  the  source  of  all  wisdom.  (19) 

One  who  studies  the  Gita  on  the  holy  festival  days  of  the  advent  of  the 
Supreme  Lord,  and  on  the  holy  fasting  days,  especially  Ekadasi  -  such  a  person, 
whether  awake  or  asleep,  moving  or  still,  is  never  defeated  by  enemies.  (20) 
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One  who  sings  the  Gita  before  the  Salagram-sila  Deity,  or  in  a  Temple  of  the 
Supreme  Lord,  or  in  a  Temple  of  Lord  Siva,  at  a  holy  place  of  pilgrimage,  or  on 
the  bank  of  a  holy  river  -  certainly  such  a  person  attains  to  all  good  fortune. 

(21) 

Neither  the  singing  of  the  Vedas,  nor  the  performance  of  charity,  sacrifice, 
pilgrimage,  or  vows,  can  bring  such  satisfaction  to  Krishna,  the  son  of  Devaki, 
as  does  the  singing  of  the  Gita.  (22) 

The  study  of  the  Vedas  and  Puranas,  verily  the  study  of  all  the  scriptures,  is 
fulfilled  in  all  respects  by  one  who  studies  the  Gita  with  devotion.  (23) 

The  highest  perfection  of  life  is  attained  by  one  who  sings  the  Gita  at  a  place  of 
yoga  meditation,  at  a  place  of  worship,  before  the  Salagram-sila,  in  the 
association  of  saintly  persons,  during  a  sacrifice,  and  before  a  devotee  of 
Vishnu.  (24) 

One  who  daily  hears  and  sings  the  Gita  is  to  be  considered  as  having 
accomplished  the  performance  of  all  sacrifices  such  as  the  Asvamedha  and 
others,  including  the  receiving  of  the  sacrificial  gifts.  (25) 

One  who  attentively  hears  and  sings  the  glories  of  the  purport  of  the  Gita,  or 
reiterates  it  to  others,  attains  to  the  supreme  destination.  (26) 

One  who,  with  respect  and  devotion,  and  according  to  scriptural  directives 
makes  a  gift  of  this  holy  book,  the  Gita  -  such  a  person's  wife  will  be  devoted. 
(27) 

And  without  a  doubt,  he  shall  enjoy  fame,  fortune,  and  good  health.  He  shall 
enjoy  the  affection  of  those  dear  to  him,  and  he  shall  know  the  highest 
happiness.  (28) 

The  sorrow  caused  by  a  terrible  curse  or  black  rites  can  never  enter  the  home 
where  the  Gita  is  worshipped.  (29) 

In  that  house  there  is  never  suffering  of  the  threefold  miseries,  nor  fear  of  any 
illness,  curse,  sin,  misfortune,  or  hellish  existence.  (30) 


In  that  house,  no  one  is  ever  afflicted  with  infectious  diseases,  and  the 
residents  attain  undeviating  devotion  in  service  to  the  lotus  feet  of  Lord  Sri 
Krishna.  (31) 
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A  person  devoted  to  singing  the  Gita  acquires  a  friendly  disposition  to  all  living 
beings,  despite  the  desirable  or  undesirable  reactions  of  his  previous  actions. 

(32) 

He  is  liberated,  and  he  is  happy.  He  is  never  implicated  by  his  actions.  Even  if 
perchance  that  person  who  studies  the  Gita  commits  terrible  sin,  he  is  as 
unaffected  as  the  lotus  leaf  that  remains  untouched  by  even  a  drop  of  water. 

(33) 

Whether  the  inauspiciousness  of  wrong  action  or  malevolent  speech,  of  eating 
unacceptable  food  or  touching  the  untouchable,  or  sin  knowingly  or 
unknowingly  contracted  through  the  senses  in  the  course  of  daily  activities  -  all 
evils  are  immediately  dispelled  by  singing  the  Gita  with  devotion.  (34-35) 

One  sincerely  devoted  to  singing  the  Gita  is  never  implicated  despite  accepting 
food  in  all  places  or  gifts  in  all  kinds  of  circumstances.  (36) 

One  who  takes  unlawful  possession  of  the  entire  earth  full  of  jewels— he,  too, 
will  be  innocent;  by  singing  the  Gita  but  once,  his  heart  will  be  as  clear  as 
crystal.  (37) 

A  person  whose  heart  is  ever  joyfully  absorbed  in  the  Gita  is  to  be  considered 
fully  accomplished  in  sacrifices,  always  in  prayer,  perfect  in  his  actions,  and 
truly  learned.  (38) 

All  are  benefitted  simply  by  seeing  him.  He  is  glorious,  he  is  a  yogi,  and  he  is 
wise.  He  is  a  knower  of  sacrifice,  he  is  engaged  in  sacrifice,  and  he  is  a  knower 
of  the  purport  of  all  the  Vedas.  (39) 

All  the  holy  places  in  this  world,  such  as  Prayag  and  others,  are  present 
wherever  the  holy  book  of  the  Gita  is  present  and  sung  constantly.  (40) 

For  one  who  constantly  studies  the  Gita,  the  demigods,  sages,  and  yogis  all 
preside  as  guardians  in  the  body,  even  at  the  time  of  death.  (41) 
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Wherever  the  Gita  is  sung,  the  gracious  cowherd  boy  Sri  Krishna  swiftly 
appears  as  a  friend,  accompanied  by  His  associates  Narad,  Dhruva,  and  others. 
(42) 

Wherever  the  Gita  scripture  is  discussed,  studied,  and  taught,  the  Supreme 
Lord  Sri  Krishna  comes  with  great  joy,  accompanied  by  Srimati  Radharani.  (43) 

The  Supreme  Lord  said:  O  Partha,  the  Gita  is  My  heart,  the  Gita  is  My  supreme 
essence,  and  the  Gita  is  the  most  powerful,  imperishable  knowledge  of  Me. 

(44) 

The  Gita  is  My  supreme  place,  the  Gita  is  My  supreme  plane,  the  Gita  is  My 
most  hidden  treasure,  the  Gita  is  My  supreme  teacher.  (45) 

I  am  present  within  the  Gita,  and  the  Gita  is  My  supreme  abode.  I  maintain  the 
three  worlds  by  the  eternal  wisdom  of  the  Gita.  (46) 

The  Gita  is  My  transcendental  wisdom,  My  own  self,  conveyed  by  every  letter 
and  comprised  of  eternally  ineffable  verses.  (47) 

O  Pandava,  I  shall  tell  you  the  holy  names  of  the  Gita.  By  singing  these  names, 
one  is  immediately  absolved  of  all  sins.  Hear  now  those  confidential  names 
from  Me:  (48) 

Ganga,  Gita,  Savitri,  Sita,  Satya,  Pativrata,  Brahmavali,  Brahmavidya, 
Trisandhya,  Mukta-gehini,  Ardhamatra,  Chidananda,  Bhavaghni,  Bhranti-nasini, 
Vedatrayi,  Parananda,  and  Tattvartha-jnana-manjari.  (49-50) 

One  who,  with  unflickering  mind,  regularly  chants  these  confidential  holy 
names,  achieves  perfection  in  divine  knowledge,  and  finally  reaches  the 
supreme  destination.  (51) 

If  one  is  unable  to  sing  the  entire  Gita,  half  of  it  should  be  sung.  Then,  without 
doubt,  the  piety  gained  by  making  a  gift  of  cows  will  be  attained.  (52) 

One  will  achieve  the  fruit  of  the  soma  sacrifice  by  singing  one  third  of  the  Gita, 
and  the  result  of  bathing  in  the  Ganges  is  achieved  by  chanting  a  sixth  of  it. 

(53) 
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One  who  unfailingly  sings  two  of  its  chapters  everyday  will  surely  attain 
residence  in  the  abode  of  Lord  Indra  for  one  millennium.  (54) 

One  who  sings  with  devotion  one  chapter  daily  will  be  recognised  as  an 
associate  of  Lord  Siva,  and  he  will  attain  residence  in  the  abode  of  Lord  Siva  for 
immeasurable  time.  (55) 

A  person  who  daily  sings  one  half  or  only  one  quarter  of  a  chapter  will  achieve 
residence  in  the  abode  of  the  sun  for  the  time  of  one  hundred  Manus.  (56) 

A  person  who  faithfully  sings  ten,  seven,  five,  four,  three,  two  verses,  one,  or 
only  half  a  verse  of  the  Gita,  will  attain  residence  on  the  moon  for  ten 
thousand  years.  (57) 

One  who,  at  the  time  of  leaving  the  body,  remembers  half  the  Gita,  a  quarter 
of  the  Gita,  one  chapter  or  only  one  verse  of  the  Gita  -  he  reaches  the  supreme 
destination.  (58) 

By  singing  or  hearing  the  purport  of  the  Gita  at  the  time  of  death  even  a 
greatly  sinful  person  qualifies  for  liberation.  (59) 

One  who  is  touching  the  holy  book  of  the  Gita  at  the  time  of  leaving  the  body 
will  attain  to  Vaikuntha  and  joyfully  reside  in  the  association  of  the  Supreme 
Lord  Vishnu.  (60) 

One  whose  concentration  is  intent  on  just  one  chapter  of  the  Gita  will  attain  a 
human  birth  after  death.  Then,  again  studying  the  Gita,  he  achieves  the 
ultimate  liberation.  (61) 

One  who  utters  the  word  'Gita'  at  the  time  of  death  attains  his  life's  fulfillment. 
(62) 

All  actions  performed  along  with  the  singing  of  the  Gita  become  purified  and 
successful.  (63) 

A  person  who  sings  the  Gita  during  the  performance  of  obsequial  ceremonies 
satisfies  his  forefathers,  who,  being  liberated  from  a  hellish  existence,  ascend 
to  heaven.  (64) 
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Satisfied  by  the  offerings  accompanied  by  the  singing  of  the  Gita,  the  ancestors 
offer  their  descendant  their  blessings  and  ascend  to  the  heavenly  plane  known 
as  Pitrloka.  (65) 

A  person  who  makes  a  gift  of  a  book  of  the  Gita  with  a  yak-tail  whisk  achieves 
success  in  all  his  endeavours  that  day.  (66) 

One  who  makes  a  gift  of  a  book  of  the  Gita  along  with  a  presentation  of  gold  to 
a  learned  brahman,  never  takes  birth  in  the  material  world  again.  (67) 

One  who  makes  a  gift  of  one  hundred  copies  of  the  Gita  attains  to  the  plane  of 
the  Absolute  wherefrom  rebirth  practically  never  occurs.  (68) 

By  the  potency  of  making  a  gift  of  the  Gita,  one  attains  residence  in  the  abode 
of  Lord  Vishnu  for  seven  millenniums  and  joyfully  associates  with  the  Supreme 
Lord  Vishnu.  (69) 

One  who  attentively  hears  the  purport  of  the  Gita  and  makes  a  gift  of  that 
book  to  a  brahman  -  he  brings  satisfaction  to  the  Supreme  Lord,  who  blesses 
him  with  the  fulfillment  of  all  his  aspirations.  (70) 

A  person  who  neither  sings  nor  hears  the  nectarean  Gita  is  like  one  who  has 
nectar  in  his  hand  yet  leaves  it  aside  to  drink  poison.  (71) 

When  persons  suffering  in  this  world  of  death  discover  the  wisdom  of  the  Gita 
and  drink  the  nectar  of  the  Gita,  they  take  refuge  in  devotion  to  the  Supreme 
Lord  and  become  truly  happy.  (72) 

Many  saintly  kings  such  as  King  Janaka  and  others  took  shelter  in  the  wisdom 
of  the  Gita,  and  becoming  purified  of  all  sins,  achieved  the  supreme 
destination.  (73) 

Neither  high  nor  low  birth  qualifies  or  disqualifies  a  faithful  person  in  the 
singing  of  the  Gita,  since  of  all  kinds  of  knowledge,  the  Gita  is  the  embodiment 
of  Brahma  and  equal  to  all.  (74) 

A  person  who  out  of  egoism  and  pride  blasphemes  the  Gita  will  have  to  reside 
in  terrible  hell  up  to  the  time  of  the  universal  annihilation.  (75) 
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That  foolish  person  who,  deluded  by  egoism,  disregards  the  purport  of  the  Gita 
must  remain  boiling  in  oil  in  the  hell  known  as  Kumbhipaka  until  the 
annihilation  at  the  end  of  the  millennium.  (76) 

One  who  makes  much  of  speaking  about  the  purport  of  the  Gita  yet  never 
properly  hears  about  it,  repeatedly  takes  birth  as  a  hog.  (77) 

A  person  who  obtains  the  book  of  Gita  by  theft  is  unsuccessful  in  all  his 
endeavours,  and  even  his  attempt  to  sing  the  Gita  will  be  in  vain.  (78) 

One  who,  hearing  the  Gita,  does  not  experience  spiritual  joy  -  his  life  is 
fruitless,  like  the  labour  of  one  deluded.  (79) 

To  please  the  Supreme  Lord,  after  hearing  the  Gita  one  should  offer  gold,  food, 
and  silken  cloth  to  a  Vaisnava  brahman.  (80) 

To  satisfy  the  Supreme  Lord  Hari,  one  must  worship  the  speaker  of  the  Gita 
with  devotion,  offering  him  cloth  and  many  worshipful  presentations.  (81) 

Suta  Goswami  said: 

These  eternal  glories  of  the  Gita  are  sung  by  the  Supreme  Lord,  Sri  Krishna 
Himself.  One  who  sings  the  glories  of  the  Gita  on  completion  of  singing  the 
Gita  can  partake  of  the  fruits  of  the  Gita  as  mentioned  herein.  (82) 

The  attempt  to  sing  the  Gita  is  but  fruitless  labour  for  a  person  who  neglects  to 
conclude  with  singing  the  glories  of  the  Gita.  (83) 

One  who  with  heart's  faith  hears  or  sings  the  Gita,  complete  with  the  glories  of 
the  Gita,  reaches  the  supreme  destination.  (84) 

One  who  with  faith  hears  this  meaningful  Gita  -  song  divine,  and  hears  in 
conclusion  the  glories  of  the  Gita,  shall  reap  the  fruits  of  virtue  in  this  world, 
and  his  life  will  be  filled  with  joy.  (85) 

Thus  is  completed  The  Glories  of  Sri  Gita  from  the  Sri-Vaisnaviya-tantra-sara. 
Thus  is  completed  Srimad  Bhagavad-gita,  The  Hidden  Treasure  of  the  Sweet 
Absolute. 

May  Sri  Krishna  mercifully  accept  this  offering. 


32 


v  o 


^fTHT  TTafRTT  ^cdT  f^o<H'o-'4 :  STTTdf^Fdt:  I 

o 

dT  dcdT  q^dTdTd  dW<Ilctf4fa:ddT  ll?ll 

O  N  c 


d4?TTTdd4t  4tdT  >H^a<n41  dd:  | 
dfefrpfr  dddlVd'ddl'£di  dd3-d^  1UII 

?llcH«Ul<H[?lcHld)  d  ^IrlT^TRT  H^cd  d":  I 

O  O 

d'ddddWS'dl'fuT  ddcf  dY  II3II 

fTdTT  oRT^  d4  d1^f?crf  dwwr  I 
qifcY  f^f^r  4d  ^fRTTt^TRfr  i 

^df^T:  d#4Vd  rid-  dd'ldd'd  HXll 

o  o 

'jfrdlWddddl  f^cd  r)<HILd  qOTcddd  INI 
4tdT^TRT  dTd  SdfldT  SdWtftld  3T  I 

N  O 

ddqrrqi^fefr  drf^  ft^fr:  qr  q^d  ns.li 

o 

dt  f^Fd  l^dW^sddtdTd  qdf^T  5pd:  | 
f4df?r  ^d^ddd  dTd  qrcj-  lib  1 1 

<N  O  ' 

W  M<ld4:  I 

?chY<^44v<h  d^  q^d  dd^r  dre  d?rd:  iidi 

o 
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d'dlc'df^  TH  I 

qfeT  2T:  Iftll 

<\  O 

zfr  3=r^ff  qter  1 1 

S^Tf^^l^HTtTRTr  OTcT  rTPT  #r?lcr:  ||?°|| 

s  o 

fcrf^rcIT  |isutc|T^t>£|"  aff^n^T  I 

Ro}  TT  iioicl  ^1=1  5T  TRRT:  ll??ll 

t2J^TT  FR^c^T  f^uMT  I 
t#^TT^rTORRp::>  #HT?1TT^  II  ?  3 1 1 

9HKdl<Hd^a^cj  f^^ufrfeT'cd^ :^TcW  I 
gftaT-JTfdlte  ^flTST  q<H  J<r<H  ^T  f^J?T  ll?3ll 

O  N 

q4  ^Emfer  w  i 

^Hc^it  TOtor  ^  #cTr  ohTOrJTisfrci'j ivn'  m\\ 

c  o  *** 


*ft  ffTT:  H6rl  Qr^  ^tfrlT^rnF?  i^o")  | 

tear:  ?Tcrqnr^3=zfr  *nf^r  f^fr:  qr  q^r  ii?^ii 

o  "* 
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Gitamahatmya  or  Greatness  of  Srimad  Bhagavad  Gita 

(Skandapuran) 


This  divine  song  (Gita)  which  emanated  from  the  holy  lotus  mouth  of  the 
Supreme  Lord  Sri  Krishna  Himself,  should  be  regularly  sung  with  devotion. 

What  is  the  need  of  studying  other  scriptures  ?  (1) 

Since  Gita  embodies  all  the  shastras,  gods  and  dharmas  hence  studying  Gita  is 
indispensable.  (2) 

One  who  studies  Gita  before  the  Salagram-sila  Deity,  shall  stay  in  Brahmaloka 
for  thousands  of  Manvantaras.  (3) 

A  person  repeatedly  indulging  in  destroying  the  world  or  in  stealing,  will  not  be 
involved  in  any  type  of  sin  if  he  studies  Gita.  Moreover  he  attains  all  knowledge 
and  obtains  the  virtue  of  donating  ten  thousand  cows.  (4) 

One  who  daily  studies  Gita  obtains  the  intrepid  foot  (of  Vishnu).  (5) 

One  who  studies  one  chapter,  one  verse  or  even  half  verse  of  Gita,  he/she  shall 
be  liberated  from  worldly  sins  and  goes  to  Vishnu  Dham.  (6) 

I  am  now  telling  the  virtues  of  that  Brahman  who  regularly  studies  Sri  Krishna's 
Vishwaroop  Yoga  &  Vibhuti  Yoga  chapters  of  Srimad  Bhagavad  Gita.  (7) 

Virtue  gained  by  studying  all  the  Vedas,  history,  Puranas  is  equalled  by 
studying  single  verse  (of  Gita).  (8) 

The  world  is  pleased  by  the  person  who  daily  studies  Vishwarupa  &  Vibhuti 
Yoga  chapters  (of  Gita)  until  the  Brahma-stambha  (pillar?).  (9) 

Keshav  daily  forgives  32  types  of  sins  committed  by  a  Gita  scholar.  (10) 

One  who  writes  Gita  and  gifts  it  to  a  Vaishnav,  obtains  the  virtue  of  daily 
worshipping  of  Sri  Hari.  (11) 
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Vishnu  extracted  the  essence  of  all  the  four  Vedas  in  the  form  of  Gita  for  the 
benefit  of  the  three  worlds.  (12) 

By  drinking  the  Ganges  waters  of  the  Gita  (i.e.  by  devotionally  reciting  the 
Gita),  the  divine  quintessence  (nectar)  of  the  Mahabharata  emanating  from 
the  holy  lotus  mouth  of  Lord  Vishnu,  one  will  never  take  rebirth  in  the  material 
world  again  (the  cycle  of  birth  and  death  will  be  terminated).  (13) 

Person  seeking  four  types  of  rewards  (dharma,  artha,  moksha,  kama)  should 
daily  listen  to  and  study  Gita  which  emanated  from  the  mouth  of  Lord  Krishna. 
(14) 

One  who  regularly  studies  Gita,  is  absolved  of  all  forms  of  sins  and  goes  to  the 
ultimate  destination  of  Sri  Vishnu.  (15) 
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